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_82a, STATEMENT OF HON. NATHAN COLE IN BEHALF OF THE ESTABLISH¬ 
MENT OF A MINT AT SAINT LOUIS, MO. Mar. 25. 1878. 15 pp. 7. 50 

829 RESUMPTION OF SPECIE PAYMENTS. Apr. 1 & 4,1878. 73 pp. 10. 00 

830 INFORMATION IN RELATION TO THE SUSPENSION OF THE RECEIPT OF 

DEPOSITS AT THE SEVERAL MINTS FOR COINAGE INTO TRADE DOLLARS IN 
OCTOBER. 1877. May 15. 1878. 11 pp. 10.00 

831 REPORT ON AN INTERNATIONAL COIN, THE STELLA, GOLOID MET¬ 
RIC COINAGE, AND METRIC GOLD COINAGE. Mar. 3. 1879. 12 pp. 10.00 

832 --. TO RETIRE AND RECOIN THE UNITED STATES TRADE DOLLAR. Feb. 

12, 1884. 3 pp. 10.00 


833 —. REPORT ON MINOR COIN. Feb. 8, 1887. 4 pp. (also) REPORT ON SUB¬ 
SIDIARY SILVER COIN. Feb. 8, 1887. 3 pp. 10. 00 

834 --. LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES RELATING TO THE COINAGE. 1904. 121 

pp. 10.00 

835 Van Allen, L. MORGAN AND PIECE DOLLAR VARIETIES. 1965, 1971 & 1976 

editions. The latter two co-authored by George Malis. 1976 ed. bound, d. j. 25. 00 

836 Vlack, R. A. EARLY AMERICAN COINS. 1st & 2nd editions. 1963 & 1965. 35.00 

837 Watson. D. K. HISTORY OF AMERICAN COINAGE. Second edition. 1899. Ex¬ 
library, binding loose. Internally fine. 20. 00 


838 Weeden. W. B. INDIAN MONEY AS A FACTOR IN NEW ENGLAND CIVIUZAT- 

lON . Second ed., 1884. 51 pp. Printed wrappers defective. 20. 00 

839 West. Stanley G.. Jr. CORRECTIONS, ADDITIONS AND NOTES MADE IN 

PREPARATION FOR WRITING MY BOOK "UNITED STATES HALF CENTS 1793- 
1857." The above information, handwritten, is contained in an unbound large paper 
copy of Gilbert's half cent book (plates not present). Also included is the typescript 
introduction to the above proposed book as well as typescripts on the 1795's & 1796's 
and Notes on a Rare Half Cent Variety". There are also cut-out ads and notes on 
his collection including a copy of Bowers & Ruddy's work w^ manuscript notes on 
th^lank leaves describing his collection. [J. p ^ | q j OS 50.00 

840 Wright, B. P. THE MARK PENNY MASONIC PIECES. 1963 rep. Wraps. 7. 50 

841 --. AMERICAN BUSINESS TOKENS. 1972. Quarterman rep. Cloth. 15.00 

842 Wood. H. THE GOLD DOLLARS OF 1858. 1922. 7 pp.. ill.Wraps, lib. stamp.l7. 50 


843 --. THE COMMEMORATIVE COINAGE OF THE U. S. 1922.Wps..lib. stp. 17. 50 

844 Willem, J. THE UNITED STATES TRADE DOLLAR. Privately printed first ed., 
1959. Signed by the author with a presentation inscription. Cloth a bit faded. 20. 00 


845 --. As above but the un-numbered library edition. Ex-library. 15.00 

846 Wright, Nott&Cary. COLORADO MERCHANTS' TOKENS. 1973. Paper cov. 7.50 

847 Wroth. Lawrence C. ABEL BUELL OF CONNECTICUT: SILVERSMITH. TYPE 

FOUNDER & ENGRAVER. 1958. Cloth, d, j, 12,50 
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R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


c ‘ 

July 2, 1997 


Dr. Frank Wilkinson 
307 Charleston Green 
Malvern, PA 19355 


Dear Frank: 

Thanks very much for your recent letter enclosing envelopes and other material 
from Roger Cohen. After I go through it I will put this material with the 
other Roger Cohen memorabilia, which are in our file. I, too, miss him a great 
deal and enjoy talking to Debby on those occasions when we speak. A few comments 
on other items in your letter are as follows: 

You will love living in the Bay Area if the Smith-Kline move goes through. 
It is expensive for housing, parking, etc., depending on what section your 
office is in and where you choose to live. There are some wonderful 
neighborhoods and some terrible neighborhoods in that region, but I am sure 
the company will provide you with guidance and resource material. Tadish's, 
on or near the 200 block of California Street, is my favorite seafood 

restaurant in the whole world. 

I don't think the 1847 first restrike is in the Montgomery half cents. 
The list of proof half cents that they published in March (see attached) 
does not include it. 

No, I did not get the 1795 C2b in the Bullowa Sale. I understand it went 
for $100,000 plus the buyer's premium, which was far over my bid. I wasn't 
even close to being the underbidder. 

- I am looking forward to reading your articles in I am also planning 

to write on the thin planchet lettered edge specimens of 1794 C9 and 1795 

Cl and C2. I know of at least a half dozen. I have a hypothesis that they 

may actually have been trial strikings on planchets of various weights in 
preparation for the switch reduction in weights which occurred subsequently 
in 1795. Do you know of any specimens, and do you have any opinion on this? 
I will send you the article before it appears. 

Thanks for the tip about Gene Braig's 1804 C5. I will contact him sometime 
later this month. 

I first encountered the statement about prime numbers in Euclid's proof 
that there are an infinite number of primes. In that case, Euclid created 
an indirect proof in which he assumed there was a finite number of proofs. 
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He then looked at the product of all these proofs plus one. He concluded 
that this number was either prime or divisible by some other prime not on 
the list. Either alternative proved that it was not possible to create 
a finite list of all primes. 

By the way, some years ago I created a rather short proof that there was 
no limit to the number of consecutive non-primes between two consecutive 
primes. I can demonstrate a gap in the sequence of prime numbers of any 
given size, no matter how large. This is true even though the number of 
primes beyond that gap remains infinite. Intuitively, this seems like a 
contradiction, but it is not. 

If you would like a copy of my proof, let me know and I will dig it out 
of the old files. 

I recently had a set of photographs made for my office wall of my favorite 
specimen of each of the five years of liberty cap half cents. As long as 
the negatives were being produced, I made a set in smaller size for you, 
Rick Coleman, and Bill Weber, which I took to EAC. Since you were not in 
Las Vegas, I still have your set, which I am enclosing. I hope you enjoy 
them. 


Sincerely, 

R. Tettenhorst 


mb 


Enclosures 


BERNARD EDISON 


EDISON BROTHERS STORES INC. 

501 NORTH BROADWAY, P. O. BOX 14020, ST. LOUIS, MO 63178 


April 27, 1993 


VIA FAX 


Mrs. Roger Cohen 
4701 Sangamore Road 
Suite S-200 
Bethesda, MD 20816 


Dear Debby: 

Thank you very much for sending me Roger's "Red Book." It is 
a very important document for anyone attempting to do a condition 
census or pedigree of half cents. I remember at least a couple 
of occasions where Roger looked things up for me in this book 
to help give me information about coins I owned. 

As Mike Packard has probably told you, a picture of Roger was 
prominently displayed during the Half Cent Happening at the 
EAC meeting in Dallas last week. I also reported to the EAC 
membership the fact that Roger's papers had been donated to 
the Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society and would be 
available for research in the future. This was much appreciated, 
since most of the serious half cent collectors and researchers 
were in the audience. 

However, Harry Salyards and I think a brief notice should go 
in Penny-Wise as well, and I would suggest the following text, 
subject to your approval: 

R. Tettenhorst Writes. . . 

Through the generous cooperation of Debby Cohen, the research 
papers and notes which Roger used for the writing of the 
two editions of his half cent book, along with other research 
material and correspondence in connection with half cents, 
has been donated to the library of the Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society. After I have had an opportunity 
to catalogue this material on behalf of the library, it will 
be available for researchers to use as a resource. 
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Does this wording meet with your approval? 

I am still looking forward to seeing you sometime during the 
period of June 16-20, when we will be in Washington for Robin's 
wedding. 



Bernard Edison 


mb 


COHEN Sc SMITH, CHARTERED 


4701 SANGAMORE ROAD. SUITE 200 SOUTH 
BETHESDA. MARYLAND 20816 

PHONE: OOt) 229-7700 
FAX (301) 320-3286 

ROGER S, COHEN. JR.. C 
1827-1990 


MESSAGE VIA TELEFAX 

(301) 320-3286 


DANIEL A, SMITH. C.P.A. 
RUSSELL T. KOTT. C P.A. 


FROM? 

DATE: 





This mi^ssage consists of { ' ) pages including the cover sheet. 


Transmitted by; 
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R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


April 28, 1993 


Dr. Harry Salyards 
606 N. Minnesota 
Hastings, NE 68901 


Dear Harry: 

As we discussed at last week's convention, I would appreciate your running 
the following item in Penny-Wise ■ 


R. TETTENHORST WRITES- . 


Through the generous cooperation of Debby Cohen, the research 
papers and notes which Roger used for the writing of the two 
editions of his half cent book, along with other research material 
and correspondence in connection with half cents, has been donated 
to the library of the Eric P. Netnnan Numismatic Education Society. 
After I have had an opportunity to catalogue this material on 
behalf of the library, it will be available for researchers 
to use as a resource. 


Sincerely 



R. Tettenhorst 


mb 




R. TETTENHORST 

220 NORTH FOURTH STREET 
SUITE A 

ST. LOUIS, MO 63102 


September 19, 2002 


Mrs. Roger Cohen 
3501 36th St. N 
Arlington, VA 22207-5310 


Dear Debby; 

We haven't touched base in a long time. I hope you and the girls 
are all doing well. We are all healthy and happy here. 

I am sure you will be pleased with the attached news item from 
Numismatic Guaranty Corporation, if you haven't already seen it. 


Love 



mb 

Attachment 


P.S. For your records, please note my new mailing address above. 
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NUMISMATIC GUARANTY CORPORATION OF AMERICA 


PO. Box 4776 
Sarasota. FL 34230 


NGC to Attribute Cohen Varieties 


For Immediate Release 

Wednesday July 17, 2002 

Contact; David W. Lange 
NGC 

(941) 380-3690 or (800) 842.2846 

[Florida] - Beginning July 15 Numismatic Guaranty Corporation will no longer 
attribute half cents by Breen numbers In their place NGC will utilize the 
numbering system devised by Roger S. Cohen, Jr in hia book American Half 
Cents. The Utile Half Sisters 

Though both Cohen and Walter Breen are deceased, their respective 
reference books on the half cent series remain in numismatic circulation When 
NGC began attributing half cent varieties several years ago. it appeared that 
Breen's numbering system was the more likely to be maintained and updated 
This changed with the subsequent publication of Ronald P Manley's reference 
titled The Half Cent Die State Book 1793-1857. The excellence of both the text 
and llustrat one In this volume, which uses Cohen's numbers, has increased the 
utility of the Cohen system and increased its popularity among half cent 
collectors. 

oersons submitting half cents to NGC for both grading and variety 
attribution should add $5 to the regular grading her price For half cents already 
certified by NGC, a variety attribution may be added by submitting the coin in its 
holder under NGC’s Designation Review service. The fee for this service is S10. 
which includes the cost of reholdering NGC-certified half cents that presently 
include a Breen attribution may be converted to the equivalent Cohen number by 
submitting them under NGC’S Reholder service at $4 per coin. 

NGC may be contacted by writing to P.O. Box 4776, Sarasota, FL 34230 
or by calling toll-free at 800-NGC*COIN (642-2646) NGC s email address is 
Service@NGCcoin.com. 
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ONE OF THE BEACHES OF ST. MAARTE 
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R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


June 8, 1988 


Mr. Roger Cohen 
4701 Sangamore Road 
Bethesda, MD 20816 


Dear Roger: 

I tried to call you a couple of times, but there was no answer. 
Bill Weber tells me that he hears you are recovering nicely. 

He has tried to call you, also. All of your friends are concerned 
about you and wish you well. 

For your information, I just had an angioplasty myself a couple 
of months ago. I feel great; much better than before. 

I am enclosing a copy of an article on the Dr. Edwards copies 
which I have submitted to Penny Wise . Harry Salyards tells me 
it will appear in the July issue. I hope you find it interesting. 

Best regards to Debbie, and get well quickly. 


Sincerely, 



R. Tettenhorst 


Enclosure 




THE DR. EDWARDS COPY OF THE 1796 HALF CENT 


Why Do the Weights and Diameters Vary So Widely? 

R. Tettenhorst 

This article will present some data not previously recorded on specimens 
of the Dr. Edwards Copy of the 1796 Half Cent. In particular, it will describe 
the wide variation in weight and width among the pieces known to me, and pose 
questions as to why such a wide variation should exist. 

I will build on the information presented on pp. 166-7 of Walter Breen's 
Encyclopedia of United States Half Cents . Breen's is the most comprehensive 
existing discussion of the Edwards forgery. It also contains a listing of 
individual examples and auction appearances. I have also had the benefit of 
access to the splendid numismatic library of the Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education 
Society, and Mr. Newman's assistance in identifying and locating relevant materials 
there. Finally, my observations are based on direct personal study of five 
examples whose current locations are known, plus an electrotype. 

Let us first review some of the key facts previously known; "Dr. Francis S. 
Edwards, whose decease brought his large and valuable collection under the hammer, 
was an Englishman by birth, by profession a physician. To him was attributed 
the appearance of several counterfeit pieces of rare American coins and medals, 
which, though extremely well executed, were quickly detected." (E. J. Attinelli; 

A Bibliography of American Numismatic Auction Catalogues, 1876) Dr. Edwards 
died in 1865. 

Edward Cogan, in cataloguing the James E. Root sale held on December 16-18, 
1878, said: "Lot 391, 1796, A beautiful uncirculated piece, from the Edwards 
dies. I believe about twelve were circulated, and I destroyed all that were 
in the possession of the late Dr. Edwards, at the time of his death." This 




latter statement, being in the first person, is particularly significant, although 
the substance of it had previously appeared in Woodward's catalog of the Hoffman 
sale, April 24-27, 1866. Cogan's statement that the remaining pieces were destroyed 
is corroborated by the fact that neither of the two sales which contained Dr. 

Edwards' collection had a 1796-dated half cent of any variety. These were the 
Bangs, Merwin sales of March 13, 1865, and October 16, 1865. 

As to known examples, Breen lists ten pieces which have appeared since 
1945. (There have been other appearances of Edwards copies since his publication.) 

He describes this list: "The following are all of the modern records of sale 
or offerings of the Edwards copies known to me. How many different specimens 
are involved cannot be ascertained; the coins were generally not illustrated, 
and those I have seen look so nearly alike that they probably cannot be distinguished 
short of direct physical comparison." As mentioned above, I have had the opportunity 
of such direct physical comparison of five pieces. 

I have assigned the numbers BlOl to BllO to Breen's list. In the cases 
of B102 and B105, two appearances of each specimen are listed. These may be 
referred to as B102A and B102B, etc. The numbering sequence starts at 101 to 
allow smaller numbers to be assigned to pre-1945 appearances. In fact, as indicated 
above, Breen mentions two of these. Bl, "the first record of sale," was in 
the Hoffman sale mentioned above. B2 was the Root specimen. There was an example, 
which I will call B3, in the Bushnell Sale of June 20-24, 1882, cataloged by 
the Chapmans. It was lot 2768, uncirculated, and sold for $8.75. 

Four additional recent appearances, not necessarily of specimens distinct 
from BlOl to BllO, are known to me. They are: 


Bill: uncirculated, with some red. In the possession of a Pennsylvania 
dealer in the summer of 1982. 

B112: extremely fine, in the possession of a Massachusetts dealer in the 

summer of 1984. 

B113: uncirculated. Stack's June 1985 sale. Lot No. 586. 

B114: VF, Heritage's 1985 ANA sale. Lot No. 3606, where it was grouped 
with low-grade half cents as a single large lot. 

Some additional facts have emerged from direct observation of specimens 
I have seen (B105, B109, Bill, B112, B113, B114) and pictures and descriptions 
in catalogs. The six pieces examined are all different. B105A and B105B are 
indeed, as Breen believed, the same specimen. B107 is also the same piece as 
B105. B109 is not a "genuine" example (whatever the word may mean with respect 

to a forgery.) It was withdrawn from the sale because it is an electrotype. 

This gives it a rather special place in the annals of deception, a copy of a 
fake! 

None of the pieces show any trace of an undertype. The surfaces are uniformly 
smooth. Therefore, it is reasonable to deduce that they were probably struck 
on smooth planchets. In fact, Breen comments, "...struck on good quality, rolled 
copper planchets. .." 

I have been able to find only two references to the weight of the Dr. 

Edwards copies, and both contain errors. Don Taxay's excellent book. Counterfeit, 
Mis-struck, and Unofficial U. S. Coins says, "Actually, the Edwards copy is 
comparatively crude, and can be easily identified both by its light weight and 
general appearance." This comment on weight is clearly incorrect as a generality, 
as will be seen below. However, the coin illustrated in Taxay's book does not 
appear to be one of those I have seen. His comment would indicate that at least 
one additional light-weight specimen exists. 

The only other reference to weight I could find was in an article by Richard 
D. Kenney in The Coin Collector's Journal , Jan.-Feb. 1952. He lists the weight 
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as "4.85 grams [This equals 74.7 grains]; genuine 5.05 grams." However, the 
standard for the genuine 1796 half cents was 5.45 grams [83.9 grains]. I have 
no explanation for Kenney's error with respect to the weight of the genuine 
coin, and quote it only because it caused me to question also the accuracy of 
his weight for the Edwards specimen. Breen quotes Kenney's weight for the Edwards 
piece, and gives the correct weight for the genuine one. I was unable to locate 
a single reference to the diameter of any coin. 

The most startling fact to emerge from direct observation of the five pieces 
I have examined (not including the electro, B109) is the tremendous variation 
in their weights, and the noticeable variation in their diameters and thicknesses. 
These are: 



Weight 

Diameter 

"Thickness" 

B105 

59.4 grains 

.915 inches 

90.1 grains psi 

Bill 

91.8 grains 

.977 inches 

122.4 grains psi 

B112 

72.2 grains 

.933 inches 

105.6 grains psi 

B113 

73.8 grains 

.953 inches 

103.5 grains psi 

B114 

64.7 grains 

.924 inches 

96.4 grains psi 

In this 

table I have used the 

ratio of weight per 

square inch of surface 


area as a measure of relative thickness. Only B112 and B113 are close in weight 
and thickness. No two of the diameters are quite close. The variation between 
Bill, the largest, and B105, the smallest, is extreme. Bill exceeds B105 by 
6.67o in diameter, 35.8% in thickness, and 54.5% in weight! 

To compare the absolute differences with familiar coins, consider the following 
small table: 

Pairs of Coins Difference Difference 

in Diameter in Weight 

(Pre-1982) cent and dime .045 in. 12.9 gr. 
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Nickel and cent 


.085 in. 


29.1 gr. 
32.4 gr. 


Bill and B105 .061 in. 

Why such a great weight variation among the few known pieces? Would not 
one expect them to have been made at the same time and on planchets from a single 
source, and of approximately equal weight and size? Having posed this intriguing 
question, we have reached the limits of the demanding world of fact. We can 
only proceed farther by entering the uncertain, but pleasurable, world of speculation. 

At once, a previously unimportant semantic difference becomes more significant. 
Some references to the known quantity of Dr. Edwards' copies say, "Only twelve 
struck." Other, more precise, descriptions say, "Of those struck, all destroyed 
except twelve..." or words to that effect. In fact, Breen utilizes both comments. 

When listing the quantity known, he states; "Rarity 7. Reportedly twelve struck." 
And in the next paragraph he gives Cogan's fuller description relating to the 
destruction of the dies, "... together with all the pieces struck from them, 
with the exception of twelve..." 

Of course, as to the usual purposes for wanting to know the quantity extant, 
the two statements have little significant difference. For determining current 
rarity, or the original distribution, they are essentially the same. However, 
when the question deals with variations among the few existing specimens, one 
can consider the differences of wording significant. For instance, if only 
twelve had been struck, or some number slightly larger, one might strongly expect 
the planchets to be quite similar. If, on the other hand, as many as a thousand 
had been struck originally, and all but twelve subsequently destroyed, one might 
have less reason to be surprised at finding considerable variation among planchets. 


Do we have any clues as to the number originally struck? Maybe we do. 

But they are severely limited. Cogan's statement is that he believes only twelve 
were circulated, "...and I destroyed all that were in the possession of the 
late Dr. Edwards, at the time of his death. " (Underlining is mine) 

Let us speculate on this perhaps casual choice of words. If there had 
been several hundred specimens remaining, might not Cogan have been likely to 
say more than "all"? In his place, wouldn't you have been likely to say something 
like, "I destroyed the large hoard that..."? 

Conversely, if as few as three to five remained, wouldn't you be more likely 
to give the actual number, rather than describing the small quantity as "all"? 

With total subjectivity, to my ear Cogan's choice of words is most consistent 
with his having found and destroyed perhaps six to twenty. In any case, even 
a somewhat larger upper limit would not lead one to expect so many weights of 
substantial difference. 

The design of the copy reflects a careful attempt to reproduce the details 
of the original coin. The hair strands, pole, cap, and date of the obverse 
clearly imitate the details of the genuine coin. So do the fraction, bow, leaves 
and berries of the reverse. As an experienced numismatist, why did Dr. Edwards 
pay so little attention to approximating the weight of the originals? Short 

weight was a phenomenon long well known, not merely to numismatists, but, at 

least with gold and silver coins, to shopkeepers and to many of the general 
public. Of course, there was a rather considerable war underway during the 
1863-65 period...so perhaps he had to make do with individual scraps of available 
copper. 

We have reached the end of the line, at least for now. I have told you 

everything I know. In fact, I have told you more than I know (a phenomenon 

not without precedent in literature, numismatic as well as general!). 




Where to from here? I would welcome hearing from anyone on the following: 

1. Records of other appearances of the Edwards copies, particularly those 
prior to 1945. Specially prized would be any with photographs or 
descriptions of spots or marks sufficient to help identify particular 
pieces. 

2. Location, weight, diameter, description, and pedigree of any other 
pieces which can currently be located. 

3. Additional facts or hypotheses to explain the differences which have 
been found in the planchets. 

Write to R. Tettenhorst, P. 0. Box 14020, St. Louis, MO 63178. 


R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


May 17, 1990 


Mr. Roger Cohen 

4701 Sangamore Road, Suite S-200 
Bethesda, MD 20816 


Dear Roger: 

Enclosed is a draft of Part II on the 1854 pattern half cent, which I have 
submitted to Penny-Wise for publication in the next issue. I thought you 
might enjoy reading an advance copy, since you missed hearing the results at 
EAC. 

All the half-sense characters missed seeing you, also. We certainly hope you 
are feeling a good deal better very quickly. 

Sincerely, 



R. Tettenhorst 


m 


Enclosure 




THE 1854 COPPER-NICKEL PATTERN HALF CENT - DOES IT EXIST? 


PART II 


R, TETTENHORST 


Hello again, Patient Readers! 

When last we chatted, the Woodin-Farouk-Norweb coin, the so-called 
1854 copper-nickel pattern (Judd-155), had been sent off to the American 
Numismatic Association Certification Service (ANACS) for X-Ray spectro¬ 
scopy. The Dupont-Spence piece had previously proven to be 100 percent 
copper, and not a pattern. The Norweb piece had a similar full-strike 
and similar 83.4 grain weight. Therefore, I thought I knew what the results 
of the test on the Norweb piece would be, namely: 

1) that it was impossible for nickel to be in the alloy; 

2) thus, the Norweb coin would be a regular copper 1854 half cent; 

3) thus, since no other example of J-155 was known, that pattern 
simply did not exist. 

While awaiting the letter to confirm these conclusions, I began writing 
an article with the title "The Undiscovery of a Variety." 

When the letter from ANACS did arrive, I casually opened it. However, 
my nonchalance soon dissolved. My first assumption was indeed correct, 
since the coin did not contain any nickel. However, as to the other assumptions, 
I could not have been more wrong. 

The approximate metallic content of the coin was: 

copper 807o 
tin 167o 
silver 47. 
nickel 07o 

Tin! Silver! Clearly J-155 was firmly reestablished as a pattern 
in an experimental alloy. What a totally unexpected development! 

From every answered question comes a number of conclusions, and often 
a new set of questions. 


CONCLUSIONS 

1) Searching for numismatic information is great fun. In fact; 

it can be as much fun as searching for coins. Even when I wasn't 
making any progress toward the answer I was looking for, it was 
an enjoyable experience. I met many friendly numismatists. 
Typically, they listened to the question and the reason for asking 
it; they expressed interest; they encouraged me to continue the 
search; and they made suggestions as to other people who might 
be contacted. 





2) Almost anyone can do research. The observations made and investigations 
undertaken did not require any particular depth of numismatic 
knowledge. As our mid-western farmers sometimes say, "Even a 

blind pig will pick up an acorn once in a while." 

3) Just because something has been written down in books for a long 
time and often repeated doesn't always mean that it is true. 

4) A certain humility is important for a researcher. Just because 
I knew some significant facts didn't mean that I knew all the 
facts. 

5) J-155 is a pattern, but, of course, with a much different metallic 
content than was previously ascribed to it. 


QUESTIONS 

1) Why did Mr. Woodin make a mistake of this magnitude? 

2) Why did so many knowledgeable numismatists examine the Woodin- 
Farouk-Norweb half cent and the Dupont-Spence half cent over 
the years without raising the questions about differences in 
strike and weight between these 1854 coins and the 1856 copper- 
nickel patterns, which are so obvious using hindsight? 

3) Why was there tin and silver in this Norweb coin alloy? Here 
let me offer some hypotheses. As to tin, J. P. Martin of ANACS 
quotes a letter from James C. Booth, the melter and assayer of 
the U.S. Mint at Philadelphia, who said that more tin was added 
"in an attempt to prevent the bronze pieces from tarnishing" 

(it has previously been assumed that this comment referred to 

J-162, the one cent piece struck in a material described as "Oroide"). 
As to silver, since the mint was testing alloys for a smaller 
one-cent piece to replace the large copper cents which most of 
us love, a 4 percent silver content would be about what was needed 
to ensure that the new coins would contain one cent's worth of 
metal. At the time when this pattern was made, those responsible 
for our coins were still operating under the quaint nineteenth-century 
notion that money should have intrinsic value. They did not 
realize that one could rely solely on the integrity of our elected 
officials to make sure that money retained its full worth. They 
believed that you needed full precious metal content in money 
to avoid inflation. It was such a cynical age! 

4) Are there other nineteenth-century pattern coins which have a 
metallic content different from what is specified in the current 
references? How many others have actually been tested? 


Finally, appreciation should be expressed to Frank Wilkinson for 
the high quality of his photographs, which reveal so clearly the critical 
issue of strike intensity. Also, thanks to those EAC members who wrote 
me after Part I of the article, which appeared in the March, 1990 issue 




of Penny-Wise , and others who expressed opinions at the May, 1990 EAC 
Convention. And, of course, without the help of Eric P. Newman who arranged 
for and those who carried out the nondestructive metallic tests, none 
of the new information would be known. 



